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Ninfield Full Council Minutes 12th June 2025 – 6.30pm 
Cllrs Present: cllrs Williamson (KW),(chair), Crittell (KC), (vice Chair), Holland (PH), Cheshire (JC), Langley (JL), 
Coleshill (PC) (Parish & District Cllr) 
In Attendance J Scarff (Proper Officer)  
 
Public Questions: 
In accordance with standing orders ten minutes are available for the Public to express a view or ask a 
question on relevant matters on the following agenda.  
 
There were 4 members of the public (MOP) 
Qu’s/comments summarised as follows:  
The condition of the recreation ground. Stoolball feel it’s not as safe as it could be for stoolball (particularly the 
football pitch) and asked for better grounds keeping of the football pitch during the football season. 
(particularly being mowed and rolled more often. They reported that stoolball England had raised the issue with 
them. 
The clerk had asked the stoolball club not to take the cricket square protection ropes down when playing. 
Stoolball club reported that this was not possible. The stoolball club reported that the cricket club had said to 
them they didn’t mind. Stoolball feel that it is dangerous to play with the metal poles and ropes up around the 
cricket square. 
The stoolball club commented that they thought they had exclusive use of the recreation ground and sports 
pavilion. They raised concerns regarding their safeguarding policy if there are other users in the building. 
The stoolball club reported that the way the key code is changed is not ideal for them and asked that the code 
be sent with the email informing them that the code had changed instead of having to email back 48 hrs before 
the usage to request the code. They commented that it put unnecessary pressure on the club. 
The stoolball club commented that it put barriers in the way of local sport. 
 
The public session was closed. 
 

250601 -  To receive the Chairs Welcome 
The chair welcomed everyone to the meeting 
 
250602 - To receive any questions on the written reports from the County and District Cllrs. 
The county cllrs report was circulated earlier in the month when it was received. KC asked if the county cllr 
was due to attend the meeting, he was not in attendance this month. 
There was no written District cllr report this month, PC reported that the latest feedback from Govt on 
house building indicated that there would not be any transport problems encountered. The local roads are 
not seen as congested compared to central London, people would be encouraged to cycle and use the 
bus. 
JC asked if there was any news about the potential grant money. PC reported that it would shortly be 
announced. 

 
250603 - To Receive Reports from: 

Schools 
Church 
Parish Councillors 
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There were no reports from the Church or the school. JC reported that the School’s head would be leaving 
at the end of the summer term. 
KC reported that the Memorial Hall are still having a problem with water pressure. 

 
250604 - Correspondence – to note for possible inclusion on the next agenda. 
The clerk reported that the school have emailed with more detail for the summer fete including insurances 
and risk assessments. The clerk had gone back to them with a few questions. JC & PH agreed to check the 
recreation ground the day before to assess if it was ok to have the ice cream van, fire engine and police car 
on it. 
The clerk reminded cllrs about the invitation from the Bishop of Chichester. 
A resident had been in touch concerned about the speed of traffic going passed the carpet warehouse on 
the way to Catsfield. The clerk has replied and explained that it is East Sussex Highways and that it should 
be reported to them. 
 
250605 - To receive apologies and reasons for absence in accordance with The Local Government Act 
1972 S85 (1) 
Apologies received from Cllr Guard for business reasons. 
 
250606 - To consider accepting the apologies. 
Resolved: apologies accepted from Cllr Guard. 
 

a Other absences to note – None 

250607 - Disclosure of Interests :-  In accordance with the Localism Act 2011 to receive any disclosure 
by Members of personal interests in matters on the agenda, the nature of the interest and whether the 
member regards the interest as prejudicial under the terms of the Revised Code of Members Conduct 

Disclosable Pecuniary Interests - None 

Other Interests (Non Pecuniary) - None 

To consider granting any dispensations - None 
Nb: Any changes to the register of interests should be notified to the clerk immediately. 

250608 - Exclusion of the Public :- To exclude the public & press for a particular item the following 
resolution must be passed. 

‘Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 S1(2), the public and representatives of 
the press and broadcast media be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the 
following items of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the 
confidential nature or other special reason (to be specified) of the business to be transacted.’ 
 

Resolved: The above resolution was passed as item 14 is confidential. 
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250609 - To receive the minutes of the meeting of 15th May & 23rd May  2025 to be considered for 
approval and signed as a true record. 
Resolved: the minutes of the meeting of 15th May & 23rd May  2025 were agreed as a true record and signed 
by the chair. 

 
Business to be transacted. 

 

250610 - To discuss the use of Sparkes Pavilion and the recreation ground by the stoolball club and 
agree any actions required. 
There was a discussion about the state of the recreation ground.  
The Pass an Move football club do work at the beginning of the football season and play their first matches 
away from home (and ask Ninfield FC to do the same) as generally the weather and time of year is better for 
top dressing and re seeding. It is part of their 5 year investment into improving the pitch. Drainage is difficult 
on the recreation ground due to the natural springs underground.  
The cricket team do work to the recreation ground to get the cricket square ready for the league season. 
Both football teams and the cricket team do borrow a lawn mower and cut the grass ahead of a match if it 
needs it over and above the grounds maintenance cuts (which are roughly fortnightly).  
 
KC suggested that the other sports team should be asked for their views. If the parish council were to look 
at undertaking work any additional work it may mean that the recreation ground couldn’t be used for sport 
for a period of time. The clerk commented that the grounds maintenance does include the recreation 
ground being slit once a year but this is a job that would be done in the autumn. 
 
JL suggested asking the ground maintenance company if there is anything else that could be done to 
improve the recreation ground for all users.  
 
PC asked about the user agreement. The clerk confirmed that it does not currently specify a particular day 
for any of the users and in order to avoid any misunderstandings this should be changed.  
The cllrs discussed that the recreation ground is a public space and agreed that it could not be hired for 
exclusive use. The sports teams book the recreation ground but other users are still able to use it. Sparkes 
Pavilion is not hired on an exclusive use basis. The Byelaws for the recreation ground that were passed by 
the secretary of state clarify usage,  including ball games,  and are attached to the minutes. 
 
The teams will need to provide updated safeguarding policies to show how they keep their young and 
vulnerable people safe. 
JL commented that the discussion has highlighted that the user agreements need to be more precise to 
avoid misunderstandings. 
 
JL commented that she felt that the council were supportive of having sports clubs at the pavilion and that 
all users need to accept responsibility for the fact it is a shared facility. 
 
The clerk reported that the cricket club had repaired the bracket on the green shed which was damaged – it 
appeared that there may have been an attempted break in. The cricket club have also fitted some new 
shelving into the shed to try and help keep it tidier. 
The cllrs commented that all users should make any requests they have to the parish council, as a whole, 
through the clerk so that the parish council are responsible for making the decisions. 
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The cllrs re-emphasised that any sports groups need to ask to use the recreation ground even if they do not 
want to use the pavilion. The cllrs discussed the occasional use on a Tuesday and agreed that the council 
would normally need to receive a request with 48 hours’ notice.  
 
The cllrs considered whether the metal poles and ropes could be removed and whether the stoolball club 
could use the area taking into account that the cricket club have said they are happy as they have explained 
to the stoolball club what issues they would have under certain circumstances. The cllrs agreed that the 
stoolball club could continue to use this area but that if the council was notified of any damage as a result 
the decision would be reviewed. 
 
There was a discussion about the process for changing the key code. The process is to ensure that the 
pavilion is being used as booked. This ensures that there are no issues in the event of having to make an 
insurance claim. The clerk suggested that the lock be changed to a more secure key that cannot be cut. 
 
Resolved: The clerk to ask the grounds maintenance company what other work could be done to improve 
the recreation ground. 
The clerk to ask for feedback from the other recreation ground users to ensure we are taking the views from 
all into account. 
The clerk to review the user agreement to ensure that users are aware of the specific days they are able to 
use the ground as well as the days they are unable to use it. 
The clerk was asked to change the lock for one that has a key that cannot be cut in the general market 
place. 
The clerk to review the user agreement to specify that hire of the pavilion and use of the recreation ground 
in exclusive hire. 
The cllrs agreed that the current process for changing the code is satisfactory and ensures that Sparkes 
Pavilion is secure.  
The clerk was asked to confirm that the odd Tuesday use may be acceptable if it is not already booked but 
there should be 48 hrs notice.  
 
The clerk will circulate the response to the stoolball team for comment before sending it. 

 
250611 - To discuss the review of the village notice boards and agree any actions required. 
JL had put together some thoughts and ideas for how the village notice boards should be used. She had 
also found that some councils use digital noticeboards. There was a discussion regarding these and the 
clerk was asked to find out the costs of fitting one at Sparkes pavilion. It was agreed that all cllrs should 
look at the notice boards as they pass them and remove old or inappropriate notices. Cllrs were keen to 
keep the existing noticeboard in use. The clerk suggested that it would be good to have a volunteer for each 
noticeboard who could have documents emailed to them that they would print and put up at the 
noticeboard. 
 
Resolved: The clerk to get quotes for fitting a digital noticeboard at Sparkes pavilion. All council members 
were asked to check noticeboards when passing and remove any old or inappropriate notices. 
The council to recruit volunteers for each noticeboard to put council notices up. 

 
250612 - To discuss the feedback from the Heart of Ninfield event and agree any actions required. 
KC will gather feedback from groups who attended. KC has tried to link comments received to aspirations to 
the NHP and this should be notified to residents. The clerk suggested that as a PC newsletter had 
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previously been discussed it could be content for the first newsletter. The clerk will put an item on the July 
agenda to discuss starting a newsletter. 

 
 250613 - Finance Matters 

To receive the Statement of Accounts to 31st May 2025 for noting. 
The statement of accounts were noted. 
To receive the bank statement and corresponding bank reconciliation to 31st May  2025 for 
noting. 
The Unity Trust Bank statement was noted with the balance showing as £201,172.20.  
To receive and agree payment for the schedule of invoices for invoices received. 
The clerk was authorised to make the payments as presented. 
The clerk was asked to transfer £170,000 to the CCLA account to bring the balance down in line 
with the investment policy. 
Clerk £42.34 salary reconciliation  
JAKK Country Furniture Designs £2,733.12 In 6401 & 6339 Finger Posts  
Methodist Hall £60.00 Hall Hire  
CCLA £170,000.00 Transfer to CCLA  
YU Energy £89.91 See Bal to 11 Jun 2025 

 
250614 - To review quotes for  the cleaning contract for Sparkes Pavilion and agree any actions 
required. 
The clerk had received 3 quotes which were presented in an anonymised format. 
After discussing the scope of the quotes the cllrs unanimously  agreed to accept quote . 
Resolved the clerk to contact the company identified as quote 1 to begin cleaning from July 2025 

 
250615 - Correspondence received for possible inclusion in a later meeting. 
The clerk reported that the local PCSO has asked what priorities the council has from a policing 
perspective. 

 
To note that the next meeting will take place Thursday 17th July  2025, 6.30pm at Ninfield Methodist 
Hall. 
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Ninfield Parish Council 

 

PLEASURE GROUNDS, PUBLIC WALKS AND OPEN SPACES 

 

Byelaws made by the Ninfield Parish Council under section 164 of the Public Health Act 1875, section 15 of the 
Open Spaces Act 1906 and/or sections 12 and 15 of the Open Spaces Act 1906 with respect to the Recreation 
Ground ,Church Lane, Ninfield. 

 

Interpretation 

1. In these byelaws: 
a. “the council” means Ninfield Parish Council 
b. “the ground” means the Recreation Ground, Church Lane, Ninfield 

 

Vehicles 

2. No person shall, without reasonable excuse, ride or drive a motor cycle, motor vehicle or any other 
mechanically propelled vehicle in the ground, or bring or cause to be brought into the ground a motor 
cycle. Motor vehicle, trailer or any other mechanically propelled vehicle (other than a cycle) except with 
the express permission of the council.  

a. These byelaws shall not extend to invalid carriages 
3. No person shall ride a cycle so as to give reasonable grounds for annoyance of pedestrians or any other 

persons in the ground 
 

Horses 

4. No person shall, except  with the express permission of the council, ride a horse in the ground  
Climbing 

5. No person shall, without a reasonable excuse, climb any wall of fence in or enclosing the ground, or any 
barrier, railing, post or other structure 

 

Structures 

6. No person shall, without reasonable excuse, remove from or displace in the ground any barrier, railing, 
post or seat, or any part of any structure or ornament, or any implement provided for use in the laying out 
or maintenance of the ground. 

7. No person shall in the ground, without the consent of the Council, erect any post, rail, fence, pole, tent, 
booth, stand, building or any other structure 
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Camping 

8. No person shall in the ground, without the consent of the Council, erect a tent or use any vehicle, 
including a caravan, or any other structure for the purpose of camping 

 

Fires 

9. No person shall in the ground intentionally light a fire, or place, throw or let a lighted match of any other 
thing so as to be likely to cause a fire 

a. This byelaw shall not apply to any event held with the consent of the council 
b. This byelaw shall not prevent the lighting or use of a properly constructed camping stove or 

cooker or barbecue if the express permission of the council has been obtained 
 

Trading 

10. No person shall in the ground, without the consent of the Council, sell, or offer for sale, or let to hire, or 
offer or expose for letting to hire, any commodity or article, or offer to provide ay service for which a charge 
is made 

 

Children’s play area 

11. No person who has attained the age of 14 years shall enter or remain in the children’s play area 
a. This byelaw shall not apply to any person who is bona fide in charge of a child under the age of 14 

years 
12. No person who has attained the age of 14 years shall use any apparatus in the ground which, by a notice 

on or near thereto, has been set apart by the Council for the exclusive use of persons under the age of 14 
years 

 

Games  

13. No person shall in the ground play any game: 
a. So as to give reasonable grounds for annoyance to any other person in the ground ; or 
b. Which is likely to cause damage to any tree, shrub or plant in the ground 

14. No person shall in the ground, except in connection with an event organised by or held with the consent 
of the Council, engage in the sport of archery, golf or field sports (javelin, discus or shot) 

15. No person shall in the ground, slide or ride on rollers, skateboards, wheels, mechanical contrivances or 
other equipment except in any part of the ground which, by a notice placed in a conspicuous position, 
has been set aside as an area where such equipment may be used 

 

Aircraft 

16. No person shall, except in the case of an emergency, or with the consent of the Council, take off from or 
land in the ground in an aircraft, helicopter, hang-glider or hot-air balloon. 
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Noise 

17. No person in the ground, after being requested to desist by an officer of the Council, or by any person 
annoyed or disturbed, or by an person acting on his behalf: 

a. By shouting or singing; 
b. By playing on a musical instrument; or 
c. By operating or permitting to be operated any radio, gramophone, amplifier, tape recorder or 

similar instrument cause or permit to be made any noise which is so loud or so continuous or 
repeated as to give reasonable cause for annoyance to other persons in the ground 

This byelaw shall not apply to any person holding or taking part in any entertainment held with the 
consent of the Council 

Obstruction 

18. No person in the ground shall: 
a. Intentionally obstruct any officer of the Council in the proper execution of his duties; 
b. Intentionally obstruct any person carrying out an act which is necessary to the proper execution 

of any contract with the Council; or 
c. Intentionally obstruct any person in the proper use of the ground, or behave so as to give 

reasonable grounds for annoyance to other persons in the ground 
 

Any person offending against any of these byelaws shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding 
level 2 on the standard scale. 

Any person offending against any of these byelaws may be removed from the ground by an officer of the Council 
or a constable. 
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