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Ninfield Full Council Minutes 18th September 2025 – 6.30pm 
Cllrs Present: Cllrs Williamson (KW) (chair), Crittell (KC) (vice Chair), Holland (PH),  Langley (JL), Guard (SG), 
Parish and District Cllr Coleshill (PC). 
In Attendance J Scarff (Proper Officer)  
 
Public Questions: 
In accordance with standing orders ten minutes are available for the Public to express a view or ask a 
question on relevant matters on the following agenda.  
 
There was 1 Member of the Public (MOP) 
No questions were asked. 
 
The public session was closed. 
 

250901 -  To receive the Chairs Welcome 
The chair welcomed everyone to the meeting 
 
250902 - To receive any questions on the written reports from the County and District Cllrs. 
The county cllr report had been issued earlier in the month.  
PC reported that the WDC grants should be live from 1st October. 
PC highlighted the newly notified appeal for the land at Bircholt (WD/2025/0316/F) 
 
250903 - To Receive Reports from: 

Schools - No Report 
Church -  Paul Frostick highlighted a letter to the parish council regarding the clock which will be 
discussed later on the agenda. The repairs to the tower are going to cost around £32,000. The 
church have received a grant of £8,00 towards the cost so far with more applications in the pipeline. 
The church is hosting the Michaelmas Fayre 27th September. 
Parish Councillors – SG reported arrangements for Remembrance Day which will start at the 
church, move on to the recreation ground where Tommy will be place and finally on to the Memorial 
Hall. 
KC highlighted a possible enforcement issue at a property in Ninfield. The district cllrs are aware 
and it will be handled by WDC enforcement officers. 
 

250904 - Correspondence – to note for possible inclusion on the next agenda. 
The clerk reported: 
The Bircholt appeal and would check with cllrs if they wanted to put a report forward to the inspectorate. 
The Wealden Parish Conference is at Uckfield Civic Centre on Tuesday 21st October 2025, 2 members of the 
parish council can attend and tickets are £30 per person. KC  & JL volunteered to attend.  
The clerk has received correspondence received from the bonfire society some has already been passed 
on, they are double checking its ok to put a skip on the recreation ground. It needs to be by the container. 
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The clerk asked if anyone would like to attend the WDC hosted Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner 
feedback session that had been emailed out.  

 
250905 - To receive apologies and reasons for absence in accordance with The Local Government Act 
1972 S85 (1) 
Apologies were received from Cllr Cheshire for personal reasons. 
250906 - To consider accepting the apologies. 
Paul Frostick left the meeting. 
Resolved: Cllrs voted unanimously in favour of accepting the apologies. 

a Other absences to note  - None 

250907 - Disclosure of Interests :-  In accordance with the Localism Act 2011 to receive any disclosure 
by Members of personal interests in matters on the agenda, the nature of the interest and whether the 
member regards the interest as prejudicial under the terms of the Revised Code of Members Conduct 

Disclosable Pecuniary Interests - None 

Other Interests (Non Pecuniary) – None 

To consider granting any dispensations – None requested. 
Nb: Any changes to the register of interests should be notified to the clerk immediately. 

250908 - Exclusion of the Public :- To exclude the public & press for a particular item the following 
resolution must be passed. 

‘Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 S1(2), the public and representatives of 
the press and broadcast media be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the 
following items of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the 
confidential nature or other special reason (to be specified) of the business to be transacted.’ 

 
There was no requirement to exclude the public. 

 
250909 - To receive the minutes of the meeting of 17th July 2025 to be considered for approval and 
signed as a true record. 
 
Resolved: After being duly proposed and seconded the minutes of the meeting of 17th July  2025 were 
agreed as a true record and signed by the chair. 

 
Business to be transacted. 

 

250910 - To discuss the councils declaration of a climate emergency and agree any actions required.     
The clerk explained that the item was to discuss if there was anything else the council could do to support 
its declaration. The project to decarbonise the sports pavilion will move ahead to applying for the grant from 
WDC when it opens 1st October. The clerk commented about the amount of printing that was done for the 
meetings. 
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PC suggested considering that the PC invested in a notebook type device for each cllr, which had been 
discussed in the past but a limiting factor is that there is no wifi at the hall. 
KC suggested that the PC fund wifi in the hall. 
SG suggested having water butts fitted to the pavilion. 
KC proposed that the clerk approach the Methodist Hall to see if the PC could install wifi. All cllrs agreed 
Resolved:  
The cllrs unanimously supported the proposal and the clerk was asked to approach the methodist Church. 
The clerk was asked to get quotes for water butts to be fitted. 

  
250911- To discuss the use of CIL and S106 money and agree any actions required. 
KC suggested that work to the half pipe should be done and also work to lift up the zipwire to improve the 
experience for the users. KC suggested that some of the money should be used to provide items suitable for 
teenagers.  
The clerk mentioned that the new MUGA attached to the school could be used for tennis and padel  if 
removeable tennis nets were fitted. KC  suggested contacting a resident in the village who may be able to 
help. Pickle ball was suggested for the MUGA. 
 
The clerk highlighted that she had received a quote for removing the Leylandii at the Memorial Hall car park. 
KC, SG & PH declared an interest as members of the Memorial Hall Committee. The cllrs agreed to have the 
work done. 

 
Resolved: It was agreed that a working party be established to put a proposal forward to full council when 
they have had the time to put a proposal together. KC, SG, KW agreed to join the group.  
The clerk was asked to book the work on the Leylandii. 

 
250912 - To consider the quotes for a digital notice board 
The clerk explained that there are lots options with prices dependent on the size of the screen. 
Resolved: cllrs agreed that the budget should not go over £2,000 and the screen should be the biggest 
possible for the wall. 
 
250913 - Finance Matters 

To receive the Statement of Accounts to 31st August  2025 for noting. 
The statement of accounts were noted with the total balance of £310,640.71 
 
To receive the bank statement and corresponding bank reconciliation to 31st August  2025 for 
noting. 
The Unity Trust Bank statement was noted with the balance showing as £20,700.70  
 
To receive and agree payment for the schedule of invoices for invoices received. 
The clerk was authorised to make the payments as presented. 
PKF Littlejohn £504.00 Yr End Audit  
Play Inspection Co £227.88 Annual Playground Inspection  
Isaac Bussel Window Cleaning £40.00 Pavilion Windows £ 
Rialtas Software BACS 35.00 transfer of software 
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To note the findings on the report from PKF Littlejohn LLP for year ending 31st March 2025. 
It was noted that the report raised no matters of concern. The clerk explained the new Assertion 10 
that will be on the next AGAR. 
 
To discuss the bank balances and agree any actions required. 
The clerk highlighted the interest being earned on money deposited with the CCLA and suggested 
that some money was moved from the Lloyds savings account and Wave Community Bank which 
does not pay interest. 
Resolved: the cllrs agreed to move £50,000  from Lloyds and that cllrs would have a look at the 
Wave Bank Account. 

 
250914 - To agree a newsletter to be published and a deadline for content to be supplied to the clerk. 
The idea is to produce a newsletter once or twice a year purely to report on what the Parish Council are 
doing. There were a number of ideas for content. KC suggested that the newsletter is written by a 
professional writer with the content provided by the Parish Council. It was agreed that the clerk would 
advertise and see if there is anyone in the village who would like to work with the Parish Council. 
 
Resolved: The clerk to advertise in the village to see if there is a professional writer to help craft a 
newsletter with the content provided by the Parish Council 

 
250915 - To discuss the Church clock and agree any actions required. 
The clerk explained that two members of the Village Society share the clock winding at the church which 
needs to be done every other day. The would like someone to take over the job. If there is no one 
forthcoming there is an option to automate the clock, which would cost in the order of £8,500. 
Resolved: to see if any volunteers could be found and explain to residents that the other option is to 
automate it. 

 
250916 - To discuss requested Storage in the woods and agree any actions required. 
The clerk explained she had received a letter asking if a storage container could be put in the woods. The 
clerk had explained that if cllrs agreed it would most likely require a planning application. PC was asked if 
he could find out. 

250917 - To receive a request for supplies from the  village society 
Resolved: the cllrs agreed to the request. 
 
250918 - To note that the next meeting will take place Thursday 16th October  2025, 6.30pm at Ninfield 
Methodist Hall. 
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